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COMPUTER BASED 
PLANETARIUM SOFTWARE



Planetarium Software

►Many available today for Mac and Windows

► Prices range from free to pricey ($$$)!

► Standard installations have a databse of hundreds 
of stars, millions more are available to download if 
you feel the need!

►High resolution images of objects or regions of the 
sky can be downloaded also.

►Many of the programs also connect directly to a 
telescope and guide it.



Stellarium

► Stellarium is a free software planetarium, licensed 
under the terms of the GNU General Public 
License.

►Available for Linux, Windows, and Mac OS X. It 
uses OpenGL to render a realistic projection of the 
night sky in real time.

► Stellarium was developed by the French 
programmer Fabien Chéreau, who launched the 
project in the summer of 2001. 





TABLET/SMARTPHONE  BASED 
PLANETARIUM SOFTWARE



“Apps”

►Many available today for Mac and Windows

►Prices range from free to pricey ($$$)!

►They take advantage of the compass, Global 
Postioning Systems (GPS) and inclination 
sensors now built into these devices.



Recommended “Apps”

Name iOS Android Price
Skyweek Y Y Free
Starmap Y X Free
Night Sky Lite Y Y Free
Google Sky Map X Y Free
Go Sky Watch Y X U$3.99





Key Organisations

► Founded in 1868, The Royal Astronomical Society of 
Canada (RASC) is Canada's leading astronomy 
organization bringing together over 4,800 
enthusiastic amateur astronomers, educators, and 
professionals.

►The Sunshine Coast Astronomy Club was founded in 
2004, we joined the RASC in 2007. Our membership 
in 2007 was 22, today it is 50.

►We meet in the Sunshine Coast Arts Centre on the 
2nd Friday at 7:30pm, Sept-June. We hold an “Astro
Café” at Pier 17 on the 3rd Friday each month



C$72 pa



www.coastastronomy.ca



Thank You 
and

Clear Skies!


